Civil Furlough Rides,                      203

the loss from the new rules, and the proposal to allow leave
on acting allowances would also operate in the same direction.
The alteration of the deputation-allowance rule into the same
we advocated for Bengal, would very slightly ameliorate their
position.

8.    None of these alterations can, however, make the new
rules otherwise than a loss, constituted as the North-Western
Provinces' service is, with so small an interval of pay between the
Judge and the Magistrate, and so large a gap between that of
a Magistrate  and Joint  Magistrate.    A re-casting of the sub-
stantive allowances   of  certain appointments    simultaneously
with the introduction, would, as far as salaries are concerned,
l>e an immense boon to the service, and vested interests might
be easily protected.

9.    For both services the rules are better than they look,
as they will affect existing members.   For, the gains will conic
into full effect at once while the losses will only gradually
reach   their   maximum, as the present furlough-holders are
absorbed.    This, however, depends partly on the local adminis-
trations acting on the suggestion to bestow vacancies alternately
on the next on the list of a lower grade, and on the first claimant
amoiig those who have returned  from   furlough.    Otherwise
the first 8 or 4 in each grade will be heavy losers,

A word or two on the short leave rules, and we have finished*
The Secretary of State refuses the Committee's proposal to
amalgamate privilege leave with private affairs leave, and also
withdraws the privilege hitherto given of accumulating 3
months' privilege leave, limiting it to two months, and also
indicating that he would prefer to give six weeks in every year,
and to prohibit accumulations altogether. As regards the
first we can only say, carry out the principle by prohibiting
furlough from being united with retirements, and we are con-
tent. As regards the second we can only say that it obviously
comes from one who has drawn his ideas from England and
not from India. It is true that Sir Charles Treveiyan shared
the opinion, but Sir Charles Trevelyan's opinion in such matters
were so notoriously eccentric, that this forms an argument
against rather than for the alteration. We have no doubt that
90 out every 100 persons in India are agreed, that the altera-
tion is a mistake both as regards the interests of Government
and of the service, but especially as regards the Government,
Men can do nothing with a month's or six weeks' leave,
while the inconvenience of finding substitutes will be
immense.